DAUGHTERS    OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

subject  of Princess   Frederick,   who  had  evidently
spoken intimately to her old friend.

" I want to talk to you [said the Baron] on a very
important matter, and to invoke your aid. It relates to
this c poor child ' here. Her mother is behaving abomin-
ably to her, and unless a stop can be put to her conduct
I know not what may be the consequences, for she is
not in good health, and she is worried and frightened to
death. The Queen wishes to exercise the same control
and authority over her that she did before her marriage,
and she writes her constant letters full of anger and
reproaches, desiring all sorts of things to be done that
it is neither right nor desirable that she should do, and
complaining of her remissness in writing to her sisters
or to Miss Hildyard (her late governess) and her forget-
ting what is due to her own family and country till the
poor child is made seriously ill, and put in a state
dangerous to her in her actual condition."

Stockmar followed this up by writing to the Queen
in the same sense in which he had spoken to Lord
Clarendon. It was the kind of letter, he said, that
would much astonish her. The effect of it was that
when Lord Clarendon returned to England, the
Prince Consort sent for him, knowing that Stockmar
had already spoken to him on the subject, and they
had a very frank talk about it.1

The episode is instructive. It exhibits the fearful
difficulty of Princess Frederick's position. Already in
Prussia she was growing unpopular for not leaving
the Englishwoman at home, while her mother was

1 Greville Diary, December la, 1859,
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